MY JAIL EXPERIENCES-XT                             85
of the Dutch Republic (Motley); Musings of Saint Theresa; Vedanta
(Rajam Iyer); Uttaradhyayan Sutra; Rosicrucian Mysteries; Dialogues
of Plato; Al Kalam (Urdu) Shibli; Woodroffe's Shakta and Shakti;
Bhagavati Sutra (incomplete).
Let the reader however not imagine that I read all these books
by choice. Some of them were useless and outside the jail
would not have read them. Some of them were sent by friends
known and unknown and I felt I was bouncl for their sakes at least
to go through them. The Yeravda Jail has what may be called
not a bad collection of English books. Some of them were really
good books, such for instance as Farrar's Seekers after God) Lucian's
Trips to the Moon or Jules Verne's Dropped from the Clouds, all of them
excellent in their own way. Farrar's is an inspiring book giving the
best side of the lives of Marcus Aurelius, Seneca and Epictetus.
Lucian's book is a fine and instructive satire. Jules Verne teaches
science in the guise of a story. His method is inimitable.
Many Christian friends were most attentive to me.    I received
books from them from America, England and India.   I must confess
that whilst I recognized their kind motive,  I could not appreciate
the majority of the books they sent.   I wish I could say something
of their gifts that would please them.   But that would not be fair
or truthful if I could not mean it.   The orthodox books on Chris-
tianity do not give me any satisfaction.   My regard for the life of
Jesus is indeed very  great.   His  ethical teaching, his common
sense, his sacrifice command my reverence.   But I do not accept
the orthodox teaching that Jesus was or is God incarnate in the
accepted sense or that he was or is the only son of God.   I do not
believe in the doctrine of appropriation of another's merit.   His
sacrifice is a type and an example for us.   Every one of us has to
be "crucified" for salvation.      I do not take the words "Son"
"Father" and "the Holy Ghost" literally.   They are all figurative
expressions.   Nor do I accept the limitations that are sought to
be put upon the teaching of The Sermon on the Mount. I can dis-
cover no justification in the New Testament for wars.    I regard
Jesus as one among the most illustrious teachers and prophets the
world has seen.  Needless to say I do not regard the Bible as an
infallible record of the life and  teachings  of Jesus.    Nor do I
consider every word in the New Testament as God's own word.
Between the Old and the New there is a fundamental difference.
Whilst the Old contains some very deep truths, I am un able to pay
it the same honours I pay the New Testament.   I regard the latter
as an extension of the teaching of the Old and in some matters
rejection of the Old,   Nor do I regard the New *vs the last word pf